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A Guide to Public Participation in 

Public School Board Meetings 
 
We are pleased to have you attend our meeting and will make every effort to afford you an opportunity to 
address the Board if you so desire. 
 
The Public School code requires the Board to allow the public to address any items it intends to vote on 
before it votes.  Generally, the Board offers the public an opportunity to do so following presentations and 
committee reports, and prior to moving through the Action Agenda.  Occasionally, items on the Action 
Agenda may include Board discussion or presentations by school administrators or other parties.  In these 
cases, the Board president may offer the public an opportunity to comment on the item prior to the vote 
being taken.  In the event that there is no explicit request for comments, a member of the public may stand 
or raise his or her hand, and the Board President will recognize the individual for the purpose of speaking 
only on the item currently under consideration.  A person seeking to address the Board in this manner 
should wait until recognized by the Board President. 
 
After the conclusion of the Action Agenda, there is a second opportunity to address the Board.  This time 
may be used to address the Board about topics not listed in the agenda.   
 
In all cases, before addressing the Board please state your name, township of residence and any group you 
may be representing.  The Board and/or the Administrative Staff will attempt to answer questions posed.  In 
the event desired information is not immediately available, the questions will be researched and a 
subsequent conference arranged.   
 
Visitors are respectfully reminded that a School Board meeting is not a court of law, a public forum or a 
debating society.  It is a business meeting designed to efficiently perform mandated governmental functions 
as required by law. 
 
Please remember the Palisades School Board is composed of nine residents of the five townships and one 
borough who receive no direct compensation for their many hours of service.  Derogatory remarks are not 
only inappropriate; they also reflect a lack of appreciation of the difficult problems the Board and 
Administration must resolve on a regular basis. 
 
Generally, comments should be limited to 3 to 5 minutes.  Groups with a common interest or message 
should consider appointing a spokesperson who may be granted additional time.  Such groups may also 
request inclusion on the agenda for a formal presentation to the Board by contacting the District Office at 
least a week prior to the Board meeting they want to address. 
 
At all times, the Board president shall have complete discretion in determining the manner in which 
members of the public may address the Board, including limiting the amount of time individuals may speak, 
or requiring specific procedures such as a sign-up sheet.  If in the opinion of the Board President, your 
subject could be based on incorrect facts and potentially injurious to students and/or adults, he may request 
that you first discuss the problem privately with responsible Administrators or with the appropriate Board 
committee. 
 
We hope your visit to our meeting is enjoyable and instructive.  You are most welcome to attend all of our 
meetings.  The Board is convinced that if more people consistently attend Board meetings, there would be a 
better understanding of the problems confronting the School District as well as how and where your tax 
dollars are being utilized.  
 

 


